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1
METHOD AND CONTROL DEVICE FOR
OPERATING A GASOLINE ENGINE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Phase Application related to
PCT/EP2011/005720 filed on Nov. 14, 2011, which applica-
tion claims priority to DE 102010 062 198.6 filed on Nov. 30,
2010, which applications are incorporated herein by refer-
ence in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELDS

The disclosure relates to a method for operating a gasoline
engine with an adjustment of ignition time comprising the
following steps: mixing air and fuel gas to form a combustion
gas mixture in a mixing device, feeding and igniting the
combustion gas mixture in a combustion chamber with the
ignition time being adjusted, as well as burning the combus-
tion gas mixture with a discharge of exhaust from the com-
bustion chamber. Further, the disclosure relates to a control
device for operating a gasoline engine.

BACKGROUND

A method and a control device of the type mentioned at the
outset for operating a gasoline engine are described in DE 10
2004 060 893 B4. Gasoline engines of the above-mentioned
type are increasingly used in systems for decentralized
energy generation in combination with a generator. These
systems can be used for pure power generation or for a com-
bined generation of power-heat-refrigeration. For the power
generation, such systems can preferably be used as emer-
gency power, permanent power, or peak load power aggre-
gates and designed for specific applications.

It is discernible from DE 10 2004 060 893 B4 that during
the operation of a gasoline engine, primarily when biogas is
used as the fuel, considerable fluctuations of the caloric value
and the burning behavior of fuel gas may occur. For example,
it is possible that a biogas facility with confermentation
shows a CH, content in the fuel gas with fluctuations ranging
from 45 to 65%. In most cases the complementary content in
the fuel gas is CO,, so that with an increasing ratio of CO, the
combustion speed of the combustion gas mixture reduces.
This may lead to a reduction of the effectiveness and an
increase in the exhaust temperature, and perhaps also the
NOx emissions, when the ignition time for an ignition device
of the gasoline engine is not adjusted. In general, it has been
recognized that an adjustment of the ignition time is required
to consider the variation of the combustion behavior of the
fuel gas during operation of a gasoline engine. According to
DE 10 2004 060 893 B4, to the extent possible, technically
and economically expensive gas sensors shall be avoided for
detecting the combustion behavior of fuel gas. Thus, in order
to compensate the above-mentioned disadvantageous influ-
ences in a gasoline engine, the determination of the compo-
sition of the fuel gas used poses a problem.

According to DE 10 2004 060 893 B4 it has been recog-
nized that it is possible to adjust the ignition time depending
on an actual value of the exhaust temperature. For this pur-
pose a target value is predetermined for the exhaust tempera-
ture and the ignition time is adjusted for the exhaust tempera-
ture to reach the target value. According to DE 10 2004 060
893 B4 it has been recognized that by changing the ignition
time the burning behavior and/or the CO, content of the fuel
gas can be compensated in a defined fashion. This provides
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one method of yielding an essentially constant eftectiveness
and a defined NO emission while omitting a gas sensor, even
when the composition of the fuel gas fluctuates widely.

Such a concept, to some extent successful, has limitations,
though, when the exhaust temperature increases due to other
influences, such as increasing wear and tear of the engine. In
this case, an adjustment of the ignition time to an earlier point,
performed according to DE 10 2004 060 893 B4 would lead,
under disadvantageous framework conditions, to the gasoline
engine developing a knocking operation. In other words, with
increasing wear and tear of the engine, a regulation of the
ignition time exclusively based on the exhaust temperature
leads to the engine no longer being operated according to the
gas quality and/or no longer being operated according to the
burning behavior of the fuel gas. Reliable operation of a
gasoline engine, even in such cases. is desirable.

In order to waive vulnerable gas sensors, namely oxygen
sensors, EP 0259 382 B1 also suggests a method for control-
ling the air ratio of a gasoline engine. The solution suggested
herein fails to provide any adjustment of the ignition time but
rather a control of the lambda value of the combustion gas
mixture within a required lambda range. For this purpose, in
EP 0 259 382 B1 the gasoline engine is adjusted to lean
operation by guiding the lambda control depending on the
pressure of the combustion gas mixture prior to the inlet
valves of the engine and depending on the performance. Con-
stant technical engine parameters are conditional for such a
control method, such as fill level and effectiveness of the
engine. Although these conditions are largely encountered in
practical operation, the widely varying burning behavior of
the fuel gas mentioned at the outset leads to strong deviations
of the NO emission and the effectiveness from the target
values when the ignition time is not adjusted.

In this regard, an improved concept is required in which the
flow rate of a fuel gas or a combustion gas mixture is adjust-
able. In particular, while avoiding expensive gas sensors, an
ignition time shall be adjustable according to the composition
of'the fuel gas or the combustion gas mixture. Particularly the
disadvantages shall be avoided to the extent possible, which
are connected to a temperature control according to DE 10
2004 060 893 B4.

SUMMARY

to the disclosure provides a method and a control device in
which expensive gas sensors to determine a composition of
fuel gas or combustion gas mixture are avoided to the extent
possible and yet an adjustment of the ignition time is possible
based on the composition of the fuel gas or the combustion
gas mixture in an improved fashion. In particular, a method
and a respective device shall be comparatively reliable and
robust against age-related influences of a gasoline engine.

A method of the type mentioned at the outset is disclosed
herein.

Inparticular, the concept of the disclosure has proven itself
in the operation of a gasoline engine with fuel gas in the form
of biogas. An adjustment of the ignition time is primarily
focused on the exhaust temperature, as concretely described
in DE 10 2004 060 893 B4, but only insufficiently considers
the age-related influences of a gasoline engine on the control
of the ignition time. On the other hand, the disclosure has
recognized that the adjustment of the ignition time of the
gasoline engine dependent on the exhaust temperature is gen-
erally beneficial. The disclosure has further recognized that
the adjustment of the ignition time according to the compo-
sition of the fuel gas or the combustion gas mixture used is
beneficial. In particular, in this way gas sensors measuring the
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composition of the fuel gas or the combustion gas mixture can
be waived. The disclosure is based on the concept that a
mixture control is generally suitable to attain the problem.
Furthermore the disclosure has recognized that a solution as
described in EP 0 259 382 B1 can be further improved,
particularly when the gasoline engine is operated with fuel
gas in the form of biogas.

Furthermore it has been recognized by the disclosure that it
is possible by predetermining a throttle setting of one com-
ponent of a mixing arrangement to mix air and fuel gas to
form a combustion gas mixture, wherein this throttle setting
can be used to adjust the ignition time of the gasoline engine.
In other words, the disclosure has recognized that a throttle
setting of one component of the mixing arrangement can be
used for controlling the ignition time. The disclosure has
recognized that this measure is successful, i.e. adjusting the
ignition time leads to a comparatively constant effectiveness
and NO, emission when the throttle setting in combination
with the exhaust temperature is considered for the regulation
in order to adjust the ignition time of the gasoline engine
based on this combination.

The applicant has recognized based on lab tests shown as
examples depicted in FIGS. 3 to 6 that it is possible in a
defined constellation, particularly here without any gas sen-
sors, to yield reliable information regarding the burning
behavior, particularly the caloric value and/or the composi-
tion of the fuel gas, and then allow the adjusting, particularly
in a controlled fashion, of the ignition time depending on the
throttle setting and the exhaust temperature. The disclosure
uses the throttle position of one component of the mixing
arrangement as an input value for an ignition clock to reliably
provide information regarding the burning behavior of the
fuel gas, which commonly could only be determined using
expensive gas sensors. This measure works, as further recog-
nized by the disclosure, when a mixing control is used in
order to predetermine the throttle setting as the adjusting
parameter and, in this regard, adjust the ignition time also
depending on the exhaust temperature.

Within the scope of a particular further development the
ignition time can be adjusted depending on the throttle setting
such that a first preliminary ignition time is determined based
only on the throttle setting. Preferably, for this purpose, a
preliminary ignition time is stated depending on the burning
behavior of the fuel gas, e.g., respectively via an engine-
specific characteristic or other similarly correlated informa-
tion. In particular, an exemplary control device comprises a
suitably embodied computing unit with characteristics,
which interpret a throttle setting given for the gasoline engine
and/or an ignition time set for the gasoline engine depending
on the burning behavior of the fuel gas. In other words, the
throttle setting can be stated depending on the burning behav-
ior of the fuel gas.

The further development has recognized that via the com-
position of the fuel gas the throttle setting and the preliminary
ignition time can be correlated in order to provide a target
value for an ignition time ofthe gasoline engine depending on
the throttle setting. Within the scope of the particularly pre-
ferred further development, it is especially possible that first
it is controlled if an actual value of an exhaust temperature is
and/or remains within a predetermined exhaust temperature
range before a control value of the ignition time determined
from the target value of the ignition time is transmitted as the
guideline to an ignition device of the gasoline engine.

The disclosure has successfully recognized that when the
caloric value of the fuel gas drops (e.g., by a reduction of the
CH,, content in the biogas) for example a gas control valve,
lambda valve, or a similar throttle means of the mixing
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arrangement should be opened wider to keep constant the NO
emissions or the effectiveness of the gasoline engine. This
way, with constant engine performance, an increase of the
amount of exhaust is achieved, so that in the inverse conclu-
sion a reproducible connection develops between a throttle
setting of the components of the mixing arrangement (e.g.,
lambda control valve) and the caloric value of the fuel gas. In
this context the disclosure has recognized that this reproduc-
ible connection can be used as a characteristic for a control
path. The disclosure has recognized that beyond that, influ-
ences such as engine performance, air or gas temperature of
the combustion gas mixture are relatively low and, except for
causing linear corrections, have no influence on the general
success of the concept.

Advantageous further developments of the disclosure are
discernible from the dependent claims and provide advanta-
geous options in detail for realizing the above-explained con-
cept within the scope of the disclosure as well as regarding
other advantages.

In one exemplary arrangement, the mixture control com-
prises an inlet for the performance of the gasoline engine or a
generator. The mixture control may also comprise an inlet for
pressure and/or temperature of a combustion gas mixture. In
particular, but not mandatorily, within the scope of the above-
mentioned exemplary further development, a throttle setting
of a component of a mixing arrangement can be used in
combination with an exhaust temperature of the exhaust in
order to adjust the ignition time in a gasoline engine.

In general, the throttle setting can be transmitted as a target
value from the mixture control directly to the ignition timer
and this way in combination with an exhaust temperature
serve to determine the ignition time. Additionally, the throttle
setting of the component of the mixing arrangement can also
be transmitted as the actual value to the ignition timer in order
to adjust the ignition time of the gasoline engine. In this
regard, either a target value or an actual value of a throttle
setting is relevant, either alone or in combination, in order to
adjust an ignition time together with an exhaust temperature.

Advantageously the method for operating a gasoline
engine can be activated or deactivated within the scope of a
further development as an option within the scope of a general
operating method. For example, the method according to the
concept of the disclosure can be activated as an option in case
fuel gas is used with widely varying burning behavior, par-
ticularly caloric value and/or composition, such as biogas, to
operate the gasoline engine. The method according to the
concept of the disclosure can also be deactivated within the
scope of this further development in case fuel gas is used to
operate the gasoline engine which shows only a negligible
fluctuation range of a burning behavior, such as natural gas.

One exemplary arrangement provides a system for the
decentralized energy generation with a gasoline engine and a
generator connected thereto in order to form a power aggre-
gate with the ignition timer and/or the mixture control being
connected via a measuring line to the gasoline engine and/or
the generator for conducting power. This way the further
development uses a control device with an ignition timer as
well as a mixture control, which are combined via the power
of the gasoline engine and/or the generator.

Advantageously the ignition timer, in addition to the inputs
for temperature of the exhaust and the throttle setting, may
also comprise an input for the temperature of the fuel gas and
the air temperature. Additionally, the mixture control, in addi-
tion to the outlet for the throttle setting, may also comprise an
input for the power of the gasoline engine and/or the genera-
tor. Advantageously the mixture control also comprises an
input for the temperature and/or the pressure of a combustion
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gas mixture. This way certain additional control corrections
can be implemented, particularly linear ones.

Beneficially, when needed additionally, the ignition timer
may forward a final or preliminary ignition time to the igni-
tion device of the gasoline engine depending on the power of
the gasoline engine and/or the generator. This may be advan-
tageous in that the ignition time of the combustion gas mix-
ture in a combustion chamber of the gasoline engine can be
adjusted depending on the power, particularly the combustion
gas mixture, among other things, can be ignited, burned, and
discharged as exhaust depending on the power.

With regard to the device, an objective of the disclosure is
also attained via a gasoline engine, particularly comprising a
heat exchanger to form a power-heat cogeneration. The gaso-
line engine comprises particularly a control device according
to the above-mentioned concept. In particular the gasoline
engine comprises:

a mixing arrangement to mix air and fuel gas to form a

combustion gas mixture,

acombustion gas mixture guidance to feed the combustion
gas mixture to a combustion chamber of the gasoline
engine,

an ignition device to ignite a combustion gas mixture in the
combustion chamber with the ignition time being
adjusted,

an exhaust guidance to discharge the exhaust of the burned
combustion gas mixture from the combustion chamber.

an exhaust temperature unit to detect an exhaust tempera-
ture (TAG) of the exhaust in the exhaust pipe,

a mixture control to predetermine at least one throttle set-
ting (LRV) as a control parameter for a component of the
mixing arrangement, and

an ignition timer for adjusting the ignition time (ZZP) via
the ignition device depending on the exhaust tempera-
ture (T_AG) and the throttle setting (LRV) are further
provided.

Preferably, the gasoline engine is connected to a generator
in order to form a power aggregate, with the ignition timer
and/or the mixture control being connected to conduct a
power to the gasoline engine and/or to the generator via a
measuring line. In particular, the concept of the disclosure
leads to a power aggregate comprising a gasoline engine and
a generator, particularly a power aggregate with a power-heat
cogeneration.

Advantageously, the mixture control is connected via at
least one additional measuring line to guide a pressure (MAP)
and/or temperature (MAT) of the combustion gas mixture
with a pressure and/or temperature sensor in the combustion
gas mixture guidance.

The throttle setting (LRV) can be predetermined by a mix-
ture control as a control variable to the components of the
mixing arrangement and/or the ignition timer.

The component of the mixing arrangement may be embod-
ied as a throttle organ in a gas supply line. In particular the
component of the mixing arrangement is formed via a lambda
control valve with an actuator, e.g., a motor, by which the
throttle setting (LRV) can be predetermined as a setting of the
lambda control valve. The mixing arrangement advanta-
geously comprises a lambda control valve and a mixer con-
nected downstream in reference to the lambda control valve,
which is connected to an air intake to mix air and fuel gas to
form a combustion gas mixture.

The mixing arrangement can advantageously also com-
prise a mixer in the form of a choke and a zero-point control.

In one exemplary arrangement, the mixing arrangement
comprises a gas temperature sensor which is connected via a
sensor line to guide a gas temperature (T_GAS) to the ignition
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timer. The air intake particularly comprises an air temperature
sensor, which is connected via a sensor line to guide an air
temperature (T_LUFT) to the ignition timer. The exhaust
temperature unit may be formed via an exhaust temperature
sensor in the exhaust pipe, which is arranged between an
exhaust outlet and an exhaust turbine.

In the following, exemplary embodiments of the disclosure
are described based on the drawings. The drawings shall
illustrate exemplary embodiments not necessarily to scale,
but rather in order to serve explanatory purposes the drawing
is embodied in a schematic and/or slightly distorted form.
With regard to amendments of teachings directly discernible
from the drawings, reference is made to the relevant prior art.
Here, it shall be considered that various modifications and
changes with regard to shape and detail of an embodiment
may be performed without deviating from the general idea of
the disclosure. The features according to the disclosure as set
forth in the description, the drawing, as well as the claims may
be employed both individually, as well as in arbitrary combi-
nations for the further development of the disclosure. Addi-
tionally, all combinations comprising at least two of the fea-
tures disclosed in the description, the drawing, and/or the
claims are included in the scope of the disclosure. The general
idea of the disclosure is not limited to the precise form or the
detail of the exemplary embodiments shown and described in
the following or limited to an object, which would be restric-
tive in reference to the object claimed in the claims. Within the
measuring ranges any values included within the limits men-
tioned shall be considered disclosed as limits and used arbi-
trarily and subject to being claimed. For reasons of simplifi-
cation, in the following identical or similar parts or parts with
identical or similar functions are marked with the same ref-
erence characters.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Additional advantages, features, and details of the disclo-
sure are discernible from the following description of the
preferred exemplary embodiments as well as the drawing; it
shows in:

FIG. 1 a diagram of a gasoline engine with a generator to
form a power aggregate according to an exemplary embodi-
ment, in which the ignition time of the gasoline engine can be
predetermined by an ignition timer in combination with a
mixture control;

FIG. 2 a schematic illustration of an internal diagram ofthe
ignition timer to illustrate a processing schedule to operate a
gasoline engine with an adjustment of the ignition time;

FIG. 3 an exemplary illustration of a throttle setting of a
component of the mixing arrangement in the form of the
position of a lambda gas control valve via the caloric value of
the fuel gas in the form of the CH, content in the fuel gas,
which is suitable as a largely linear connection to control the
ignition time;

FIG. 4 an exemplary characteristic of an ignition time
designed for a gasoline engine depending on a caloric value of
the fuel gas in the form of an optimized ignition time via the
CH,, content of a fuel gas;

FIG. 5 a largely constant electric effectiveness with an
adjustment of the ignition time according to the above-de-
scribed embodiments, contrary to a development thereof with
a constant ignition time;

FIG. 6 a largely constant NO emission with an adjustment
of'the ignition time according to the above-described embodi-
ments contrary to a development with a constant ignition
time.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a power aggregate 1000 to form a decentral-
ized energy generation with a heat exchanger, not shown in
greater detail, to implement a power-heat cogeneration. The
power aggregate 1000 comprises a gasoline engine 100 and a
generator 200 connected thereto to form a power aggregate
1000.

Within the scope of a method, explained in greater detail in
FIG. 2, for operating the gasoline engine 100 using biogas,
this engine can be operated with an adjustment of the ignition
time in order to compensate for widely fluctuating composi-
tions and thus caloric values of the fuel gas, e.g., in fluctuating
ranges from 45% to 65% of the CH, content. The alternating
CH,, content is usually faced by a complementary gas content
of CO, so that with an increasing CO, content the combustion
speed of the gas/air mixture, i.e. the combustion gas mixture,
is reduced. By adjusting the ignition time, as explained in the
following, particularly a reduced combustion speed can be
compensated and thus both the effectiveness as well as aNO,
emission of the gasoline engine can be kept quasi constant,
which is shown in the results of FIGS. 3 and 4.

The gasoline engine 100 of the exemplary embodiment
shows an ignition device 10 which serves via an ignition timer
20 in combination with a mixture control 30 to predetermine
a variable ignition time.

In detail, the power aggregate 1000 is designed as follows.
At the input side, the gasoline engine 100 comprises a com-
bustion gas mixture supply 110 to supply a combustion gas
mixture 1 to a combustion chamber of the gasoline engine
100, not shown in greater detail. The combustion gas mixture
1 is first compressed in the combustion gas mixture supply
110 by a compressor 111 and subsequently the elevated tem-
perature of the combustion gas mixture 1 achieved thereby is
reduced in a heat exchanger 112. The combustion gas mixture
1 cooled this way is then fed via a throttle valve 113 to the
combustion chamber ofthe gasoline engine 100 depending on
the power needed. The combustion gas mixture 1 develops by
mixing air 2 and gas 3. The air is suctioned in the air intake
120, filtered in a filter 121, and then fed to a mixer 141 of a
mixing arrangement 140 formed as a choke. The gas 3 is
obtained from a gas reservoir, not shown in greater detail, and
is available in a gas supply 130 at a shut-off valve 131. When
opening the shut-off valve 131 the gas is fed via a controllable
lambda control valve 142 as a part of the mixing arrangement
140 to the mixer 141 as needed. In the present case the choke
is combined with a zero-pressure control. The component of
the mixing arrangement 140 that can be controlled as a
lambda control valve 142 can be adjusted in the present case
via an actuator 143 in the form of a motor with a predeter-
mined opening angle. This way, different quantities of gas 3
can be supplied to the mixer 141 of the mixing arrangement
140, depending on the throttle setting of the lambda control
valve 142. In other words, in the mixer 141, depending on the
selection of a setting of the lambda control valve 142, differ-
ent compositions of air 2 and gas 3 can be provided.

The composition of the combustion gas mixture 1, variably
adjustable in this way, is supplied in the above-explained
fashion via the combustion gas mixture 110 to a combustion
chamber of the gasoline engine 100. Via the ignition device
10, the combustion gas mixture 1 is ignited in the combustion
chamber, burned, and supplied as exhaust 4 via the exhaust of
the combustion chamber to an exhaust pipe 150. In the
exhaust pipe, the exhaust 4 is guided via a turbine 151. The
turbine 151 drives via a shaft 152 the above-explained com-
pactor 111 in the combustion gas mixture drive 110.
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The further illustration of the power aggregate 1000 in FI1G.
1 comprises the control device 300 of the power aggregate.
The aggregate comprises the above-mentioned ignition
device 10, the ignition timer 20, and the mixture control 30, as
well as the sensors and the measuring and control lines
explained in the following.

The mixture control 30 comprises inputs 31, 32, 33, each
respectively serving to supply sensor signals for an electric
power P, of the generator, a temperature MAT, as well as a
pressure MAP of the combustion gas mixture 1 upstream in
reference to a combustion gas manifold ofthe gasoline engine
100. The temperature MAT, as well as the pressure MAP, are
therefore measured downstream in reference to the heat
exchanger 112, behind a throttle valve 113, and upstream in
reference to a combustion chamber of the gasoline engine.
The electric power P,; of the generator 200 is determined
thereat and fed via a measuring line 331 to the input 31. The
temperature MAT of'the combustion gas mixture upstream in
reference to the inlet manifold of the gasoline engine 100 is
determined via a temperature sensor 320 and fed in a mea-
suring line 332 to the input 32 of the mixing control 30. The
pressure MAP of the combustion gas mixture 1 upstream in
reference to the inlet manifold of the gasoline engine 100 is
determined via a sensor 330 and fed via a measuring line 333
to the input 33 of the mixture control 30. The sensors 320, 330
are accordingly positioned in close proximity of the combus-
tion gas mixture supply 110 between the throttle valve 113
and the inlet manifold of the gasoline engine 100.

The mixture control 30 additionally comprises an outlet 34,
which is connected via a control line 334 both to the ignition
timer 20 as well as to the actuator 143 in the form of a motor
for the lambda control valve 142. The control line 334 serves
to transmit a target value for the throttle position LRV of the
actuator 143 of the lambda control valve 142. In the present
case the throttle setting LRV is formed as a target value of a
control variable for the lambda control valve 142. The signal
for the target value of'the throttle setting LRV is forwarded by
the control line 334 to an input of the actuator 143 as well as
simultaneously to the input 21 of the ignition timer 20. The
ignition timer further comprises an inlet 22, which is con-
nected to a fork of the measuring line 331, namely another
measuring line 331" to transmit the electric power P, of the
generator 200 to the ignition timer 20. Thus the ignition timer
20 is provided with the throttle setting LRV as a target value
at the input 21 and the electric power P, of the generator 200
at the input 22. Furthermore, the ignition timer 20 comprises
three additional inputs 23, 24, 25, which serve to receive
temperature values. At the input 23 of the ignition timer 20 a
sensor line 323 is connected to guide an exhaust temperature
T_AG from an exhaust temperature sensor 310. The exhaust
temperature sensor 310 is connected to an exhaust pipe 150
between the outlet manifold of the gasoline engine 100 and
the turbine 151. At the input 24 of the ignition timer 20 a
sensor line 324 from a gas temperature sensor 340 is con-
nected to transmit a gas temperature T, .. The gas tempera-
ture sensor 340 is connected to a gas guidance 130 for the fuel
gas 3 between the lambda control valve 142 and the mixer
141. A sensor line 325 from a temperature sensor 350 is
connected at the input 25 to transmit an air temperature T, ,.
The air temperature sensor 350 is connected to an air guid-
ance 120 upstream in reference to a filter 121.

This way, at the inputs 21, 22 the throttle setting LRV ofthe
lambda control valve 142 and the electric power P,; of the
generator 200 are connected. Connected to the inputs 23, 24,
25 are the temperatures T_AG, T, and T, , of the exhaust 4,
the fuel gas 3, and the air 2. The ignition timer 20 determines
anignition time. As shown in FIG. 2, this is provided depend-
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ing on the exhaust temperature T_AG and the throttle setting
LRV, with the throttle setting LRV being present as a target
value of the control variable for the actuator 143 of the lambda
control valve 142 of the mixture control 30. Following the
concept of the disclosure, the predetermination of the throttle
setting LRV largely serves to adjust the ignition time of the
gasoline engine 100 via the ignition device 10 thereof
depending on the exhaust temperature T_AG and the throttle
setting LRV. The throttle setting LRV is predetermined as a
target value by the mixture control 30 also to the actuator 143
of the lambda control valve 142. Thus, an adjustment of the
ignition time occurs as a function of the throttle setting LRV
and the exhaust temperature T_AG.

In a modified embodiment, not shown here, the throttle
setting LRV can also be provided to the ignition timer 20 in a
different form than the target value of the throttle setting LRV
presented here. In this modification for example the target
value of the throttle setting LRV can only be provided to the
actuator 143. Subsequently an actual value of the throttle
setting LRV can be transmitted to the input 21 of the ignition
timer 20.

Both modifications use the correlation between the throttle
setting LRV of one component of the mixing arrangement
140, namely in the present case the actuator 143 for the
lambda control valve 142, and the ignition time ZZP, which
the invention has recognized as being reliable.

It has been shown that the reliable correlation recognized
by the disclosure is dependent only to a relatively minor
extent on the temperatures of the air, the fuel gas, and the
operating power T_LUFT, T_GAS, P,,, which are also con-
nected to the inputs 22, 24, 25 at the ignition timer 20. Such
imprecisions caused by the air temperature T_LUFT, the gas
temperature T_GAS, and the electric operating power P, can
be corrected by a linear processing of respective sensor sig-
nals in the sensor lines 324, 325, and 331, 331"

FIG. 2 generally explains the method to adjust the ignition
time ZZP of the gasoline engine 100 based on an internal
circuit diagram of the ignition timer 20. For the further illus-
tration of the ignition timer 20 in FIG. 2 this is shown with the
input 21 shown in FIG. 1 for the mixing setting LRV of the
lambda control valve 142, the input 22 for the electric oper-
ating power P, of the generator 200, the input 24 for the
temperature T_GAS of the fuel gas, and the input 25 for the
temperature T_LUFT of the air. Additionally the ignition
timer 20 comprises an input 23 for the exhaust temperature
T_AG and an input for the actual value ZZP,, of an ignition
time 26, not shown in FIG. 1. Furthermore, the output 27 is
shown for a control value of the ignition time ZZP,,.,.

In a computing unit of the ignition timer 20, not shown in
greater detail, a first characteristic KI.1 is saved, which indi-
cates the throttle setting LRV of the actuator 143 for the
lambda control valve 142 depending on a caloric value of the
fuel gas, in the present case the CH, content in the fuel gas.
The characteristic KL.1 is adjusted to the gasoline engine 100
and can be determined, for example, by an appropriate test
measurement or a simple initialization or a similarly stan-
dardized calibration for a gasoline engine of a certain type. In
a similar process a second characteristic KI[.2 is saved in the
computing unit of the ignition timer 20, which indicates the
ignitiontime ZZP depending on a caloric value of the fuel gas,
in the present case the CH,, content in the fuel gas. By corre-
lating the characteristics KI.1 and KL.2 therefore via the
throttle setting LRV applied to the input 21 conclusions can
be drawn for the caloric value of the fuel gas, and subse-
quently a target value, be determined for the ignition time
Z77P,_;;. The target value of the ignition time ZZP__, is then
provided to a reference member V1 of the ignition timer 20. In
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the reference member V1 it is compared whether the target
value of the ignition time ZZP__, is equivalent to the actual
value of the ignition time ZZP,,. In the event of a deviation
the control value of the ignition time ZZP,, determined from
the target value and the actual value of the ignition time, is
applied as a control value at the output 27 of the ignition timer
20. In the simplest case given the target value ZZP__,, shows
the control value of the control value ZZP,,,. Furthermore,
the target value ZZP,_,, serves initially to illustrate a prelimi-
nary ignition time, which is explained in the following.

The above-explained simple, linear, optionally available
corrections are considered in the characteristic KL1 via the
fuel gas temperature T_GAS at the input 24 and the air tem-
perature T_LUFT at the input 25, as well as the operating
power P, at the input 22. The above-explained generally
reliable correlation between the throttle setting LRV and the
ignition time ZZP remains unaffected thereby.

In the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 2, within the scope
of'a particularly exemplary further development, a control of
the preliminary ignition time ZZP__,, occurs via the reference
member V2 and V3. The control occurs by utilizing the oper-
ating power P, of the generator 200 at the input 22 and the
actual exhaust temperature T_AG at the input 23 as the actual
value of the ignition timer 20. Larger air contents may lead in
practice to disturbing influences in the timer setting. Accord-
ingly the determined target value of the ignition time ZZP,_,,,
also called the preliminary target time, is issued in the present
case via the outlet 27 not without [first] being checked. Ini-
tially this is to be released via the control condition provided
by the reference members V2 and V3. For this purpose,
depending on the present engine power P, the lower and
upper limit T_AG,,,,, and/or T_AG,,, . are determined for the
exhaust temperature T_AG via the additional characteristics
KL3 and/or KL4. They are compared in the reference mem-
bers V2, V3 with the present exhaust temperature T_AG as
the actual value. If this actual value ranges between the limits
T_AG,,, and T_AG,, ., a positive release is provided to the
reference member V1 by the reference members V2, V3. Only
if there is release is the preliminary ignition time ZZP,
provided as the actual control value for the ignition time
77P,,, from the ignition timer 20 via the output 27 to the
ignition device of the gasoline engine 100. The characteristics
KL3, KL 4 to illustrate a lower and upper limit T_AG,,,,
and/or T_AG,,,, essentially follow a linear relationship in
reference to the electric operating power P,,. Thus, when the
exhaust temperature T_AG is between these limits at a certain
given power P_, the above-mentioned preliminary setting for
the ignition time ZZP,;, is released as the control value
7P,

Ifthis does not occur, the presently given exhaust tempera-
ture T_AG exceeds the upper limit T_AG,, . or falls short of
the presently given exhaust temperature T_AG,,,,,. The lower
limit T_AG,,,,,, prevents for the ignition time being set too
early due to high air or nitrogen contents in the fuel gas.
Although they lower the caloric value of the fuel gas, similar
to CO,, they have no or only irrelevant influence upon the
combustion speed in the cylinder of the gasoline engine 100.
If ignition were allowed to be set too early due to high air
contents this would result in the NOx emission limits being
exceeded and potentially lead to knocking combustion. In this
case the reference member V2 therefore detects the minimal
exhaust temperature T_AG.,,,;, being too low and prevents the
release of the preliminary timer setting. In the other case the
limit T_AG,,,. prevents older engines with an elevated
exhaust temperature due to wear and tear from being operated
at even higher temperatures by the ignition time being
adjusted even later and thus running the risk of being shut off
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for malfunction. In this case the reference member V3 pre-
vents any release of the preliminary ignition setting because it
is determined that the presently given actual value T_AG
already exceeds the maximum T_AG,, . for the exhaust tem-
perature of turbochargers. By the reference members V2, V3
particularly a disadvantageous adjustment of the ignition
time for a point too early is prevented due to the setting of the
ignition time of the gasoline engine 100 being dependent on
the exhaust temperature.

Overall, in the following exemplary embodiment the
adjustment of the ignition time ZZP of the gasoline engine
100 is established via the adjustment of the ignition time by
the control system of the ignition time ZZP,,, depending on
the exhaust temperature such that the exhaust temperature is
considered in the established control by the reference mem-
bers V2 and V3. Independent therefrom however initially a
preliminary target value of the ignition time ZZP,_,, is exclu-
sively determined from the mixing setting LRV.

FIG. 3 shows an exemplary characteristic KIL1, as it can be
used in the ignition timer 20 of FIG. 2. In the present case the
reproducible connection between the throttle setting LRV and
the caloric value of the combustion gas, here the CH,, content
in the fuel gas, results, with a choke and a zero-pressure
control for the formation of a mixture of the combustion gas
mixture in the mixing arrangement 140 of FIG. 1. As already
explained, the influences of the engine power P_,, air and gas
temperature T, ;, T, are only minor and can be neglected
and/or compensated with linear corrections.

Using the information gathered with the help of the char-
acteristic KLL1 of FIG. 3, for example, regarding the compo-
sition of the fuel gas and/or the caloric value of the fuel gas
now the optimal ignition time can be adjusted with sufficient
ability of achieving leaner mixtures according to the charac-
teristic KI.2. This is a respective engine-specific characteris-
tic KL.2, as it can be adjusted e.g., according to FIG. 4,
optimally for effectiveness and emissions for the gasoline
engine 100. For this purpose FIG. 4 shows the crankshaft
angle in front of the upper dead point as the optimal ignition
time according to the characteristic KI.2 in FIG. 2 to yield a
target value of an ignition time ZZP__,, from the composition
of the fuel gas.

FIG. 5 shows that by an adjustment of the ignition time
Z.7P according to the present exemplary embodiment an elec-
tric effectiveness can be kept almost constant over a wide
range of compositions of the fuel gas. Additionally FIG. 6
shows that a NO, emission can be kept constant over a wide
range of a CH, content of the fuel gas. In both cases the above
curves apply, provided with rhombs. As a reference example
the considerably falling effectiveness and/or the considerable
increasing NOx emission are discernible when the composi-
tion of the fuel gas changes as discernible in the bottom curve
when the ignition time is kept constant.

Achieving a largely constant electric effectiveness and/ora
largely constant NO, emission is important in order to allow
the operating of a power aggregate and/or a catalytic con-
verter connected to the power aggregate eftectively and in
compliance with emissions statutes.

Summarizing, the disclosure relates to a method for oper-
ating a gasoline engine 100, preferably for the operation with
fuel gas in the form of biogas, while adjusting the ignition
time ZZP of the gasoline engine 100 comprising the steps:
mixing air 2 and fuel gas 3 to form a combustion gas mixture
1 in a mixing arrangement 140; feeding and igniting the
combustion gas mixture 1 in the combustion chamber under
the adjustment of the ignition time ZZP, as well as burning the
combustion gas mixture 1 with the discharge of exhaust 4
from the combustion chamber. According to the concept of
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the disclosure, additional steps are provided: Detecting the
exhaust temperature T_AG of the exhaust 4; predetermining
atleast one throttle setting LRV of a component of the mixing
arrangement 140; adjusting the ignition time ZZP of the gaso-
line engine 100 depending on the exhaust temperature T_AG
and the throttle setting LRV. In particular the throttle setting
LRV is predetermined by a mixture control 30 as a control
variable.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for operating a gasoline engine with fuel gas in
the form of biogas, with an ignition time being adjusted,
comprising:

mixing air and fuel gas to form a combustion gas mixture in

a mixing arrangement;
supplying and igniting the combustion gas mixture in a
combustion chamber with an adjustment of the ignition
time as well as burning the combustion gas mixture and
discharging exhaust from the combustion chamber;
detecting an exhaust temperature of the exhaust;
predetermining at least one throttle setting of a component
of the mixing arrangement;

adjusting the ignition time of the gasoline engine depend-

ing on the exhaust temperature and the throttle setting,

with the throttle setting being predetermined by a mix-

ture control as a control variable; wherein the ignition

time is adjusted based at least upon:

a caloric value of the fuel gas stated depending on the
throttle setting; and

a target value of the ignition time stated depending on
the caloric value of the fuel gas;

wherein the statements are corrected in order to provide
the target value of the ignition time of the gasoline
engine depending on the throttle setting.

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the throttle
setting is predetermined by the mixture control as the control
variable with a target value to the component of the mixing
arrangement and an ignition timer, to adjust the ignition time
via an ignition device of a gasoline engine depending on the
exhaust temperature and the throttle setting.

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein:

the throttle setting is predetermined by the mixture control

as the control variable with a target value to the compo-
nent of the mixing arrangement and the throttle setting
by the component as the actual value to an ignition timer,
to adjust the ignition time via an ignition device of a
gasoline engine depending on the exhaust temperature
and the throttle setting.

4. A method according to claim 1, wherein:

the ignition time is adjusted depending on an actual value

of the exhaust temperature.

5. A method according to claim 1, wherein:

the ignition time is adjusted depending on the throttle set-

ting such that first a preliminary ignition time is deter-
mined exclusively based on the throttle setting.

6. A method according to claim 1, wherein the caloric value
of'the fuel gas is stated based on a composition of the fuel gas
or a composition of the fuel gas is stated directly depending
on the throttle setting.

7. A method according to claim 1, wherein the ignition time
is adjusted via a control value of the ignition time depending
on a target value of the ignition time and an actual value of the
ignition time as well as an exhaust temperature such that an
actual value of an exhaust temperature is or remains within a
predetermined exhaust temperature range.

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein:

the control value of the ignition time of an ignition device

of the gasoline engine is transmitted as a guideline only
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when the actual value of the exhaust temperature is
within a predetermined exhaust temperature range.

9. A method according to claim 7, wherein:

the exhaust temperature range is determined via a maxi-
mum exhaust temperature and a minimum exhaust tem-
perature dependent on an output power of the gasoline
engine, particularly an output power of a generator con-
nected to the gasoline engine.

10. A control device for operating a gasoline engine, oper-
ated with a fuel gas in the form of biogas, with an ignition time
of the gasoline engine being adjusted, comprising:

a mixing control with an output for a control variable to
predetermine a throttle setting of a component of a mix-
ing device for air and fuel gas to form a combustion gas
mixture,

an ignition timer, including:
an input for an exhaust temperature of an exhaust from

the combustion chamber of the gasoline engine and
an input for a throttle setting of the component of the
mixing arrangement,

aprocessor configured to predetermine an ignition time for
an ignition device of the gasoline engine depending on
the exhaust temperature and the throttle setting,

an output for the ignition time to the ignition device of the
gasoline engine,

a control line to guide a value for the throttle setting from
the mixture control to the ignition timer and the compo-
nent of the mixing arrangement;

wherein control line is configured to adjust the ignition
time based at least upon:

a caloric value of the fuel gas stated depending on the
throttle setting; and
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a target value of the ignition time stated depending on
the caloric value of the fuel gas;

wherein the statements are corrected in order to provide the
target value of the ignition time of the gasoline engine
depending on the throttle setting.

11. A control device according to claim 10, wherein:

the mixing control and the ignition timer are connected via
the control line to guide a target value for the throttle
setting.

12. A control device according to claim 11, wherein:

the ignition timer and the component of the mixing
arrangement are connected via the control line to guide
an actual value for the throttle setting.

13. A control device according to claim 10, wherein:

the processor of the ignition timer shows a characteristic
for a throttle setting of a component of the mixing
arrangement of the gasoline engine designed for a gaso-
line engine with the characteristic stating the throttle
setting depending on a composition of the fuel gas.

14. A control device according to claim 10, wherein:

the processor of the ignition timer comprises characteristic
for an ignition time-designed for the gasoline engine for
an ignition device of the gasoline engine, with the char-
acteristic stating the ignition time depending on a com-
position of the fuel gas.

15. A control device according to claim 10, wherein:

the ignition timer comprises a control unit, by which an
ignitiontime can be released in case an actual value of an
exhaust temperature is in a range of the exhaust tempera-
ture depending on an output power of the gasoline
engine.



